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PROTESTANT RELIGIONS 


| As it ſtands at this Day in 
ENGLAND 
* May be Tryed. 


That in the Light of Chriſt, People of All Sorts may 


ſee the Degereration,and great Apoſtacy, which theſe 
Laſt Dayes and Pecillo Times Cm produced. 


Proteſtant Church, with the Scriptures of Truth, and its, 
State zn the Primitive Purity thereof, - every Capacity May Compre- 
bend, how miſerably it i corrupted in all its Ordinances, Order and 
Diſcipline, and how it Differs trom the Chriftian Church, and Religi- 
on 3 and is become one with the Church of Rome in very many par» 
ticulars: Alſo it may appear hereby that the gs called Syakers, 
arethe True PROTESTANTS in Praftice, and Princip/e. 


And this is written, to the intent, that the good People of this Nati- 
on may not be deccived with Reprobace Silyer, inſtead of Gold Tryed in the 
Fire, 

By a Fricnd to all that love Pure Religion, aud follow after Righteouſneſs, 7. C._ 


[ bad Planted Thee a Noble Vine, wholly a Right Seed ; How then art Th twn d into 
the Dexenerate Plunt of a ſtrange Vine unto me ? Jer. 2. 20, 


Reprobate Sibver ſhall men cal: them, becauſe the L1d bath rejefted them, Jer. 6. 307 


Londen, Printed for Robert t IVilſon, in Martins Grand, 1660. 
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EPISTLE, or -Þ REFACE, 
To the ; 


FRIEND, 
Hat Religion, Perſwaſion or Judgement 
wW ſoever Thou art of in the eſteem and ac- 
count of Men, if the Eye of thy On- 
: derftanding be opened to perceive the 
Things of the Spirit of God, 4nd to Diſcern the 
Signes of the Times, thow meyeff eaſily Apprehend, 
and plainly perceive hereby; #ow: the Protelſed Pro- 
rteſtants are in very m ticelars Apoſtatized 
from their Primitive Principles, and are become 
One with Thoſe from whom they Separated them- 
ſelves, and againſt whom They proteſted a Anti- 
chriſtian, a» Superſtitious Idolaters : For what 
Tranſgreſſion is the Church of Rome guilty of, but 
the Apoltatized Proteſtants, One way or Another, 
are partakers with them i» their Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition, either in Worſhip, Miniftry, Ordination, 
Conſecration. Order, Do@rine or Diſcipline * For 
Pas not the Miniſters of the Church of Rome made 
af Schooles and Colledges, and Ordained by Hu- 
mane Conſtitution *® and. is not the Proteſtant 
Miniſters Made, and Ordained after the ſame man- 


ner £ Did the Miniſters of the Church of Rome 
A 2 Sell 
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Sell their Prayers for Money, and Preach for 
Hire? and doth not the Proteſtant Miniſters the ſame 
thing £ Did the Miniſters of the Church of Rome 
Baptize Children, and Marry People for Money, 
and Church Women, and Bury the Dead for Moneye 
and doth not the Proteitant Miniſters the ſame 
"Things, and after the ſame Manner for Money ? 
" Did the Miniſters of the Church ot Rome ſizg Da- 
vids Prayers and Propheſies in Meeter for Money, 
and ſay Maſle in Latine for Money * doth not 
the Proteſtant Miniſters Sing after the ſame Man- 
ner in the Church of England, «and Read the Mafle 
in Engliſh, though called by. a new Name of Divine 
Service, or Book of Common-Prayer? And did 
the Papiſts Exclaim-againſt, the Proteſtants, and 
make ' Lawes againſt them, to Condemn thens as 
Apoſtates:and Hereticks, and ſo. proceeded againſt 
them-by a Law to take away their Lives, Liberties, 
and Eſtates, for their Opinion. and. Principle in 
Matters of Religion *+ and have not our Engliſh 
profeſſed Proteſtant Miniſters procured is x 
Perſecuting Laws, and Penalties to Impoſe upon the 
Bodies and Eſtates of ſuch as Differ from them, in 
Perſwaſion and. Principle in Matters of Religion, 
and Worſhip of God ? 

Did not the Proteſtants out of tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, refuſe to-Pay Tithes to the Pope, and 
his Prelates? and doth not their Miniſters xow-re- 
ceive Tithes for Preaching, and Perſecute People, 
and Spoyle their. Goods, and. Devour Widdows 
"— and Caſt Men of Tender Conſctiences into 
Priſon for Non-Payment of Tithes? inſomuch, that 
more Inuocext Men, inone Tear in England, have 
beers 
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beth  Thnpriſoned: under the” Government "of \Pre- 
#e##:d" Protefiant Magiſtrates, at" the Swit and . 
Complaint of Proteſtant Miniſters for- Non-Pay=: 
—_— Tithes, then in ſeverall Teares; when the! 
P6pe had Supremacy over this Nation : And«ſome- 
times the Papiſts Perſecuted the Proteſtants, for 
ot Swearing , but now the Proteſtants can Con-- 
deſcend; and Conform to them, not onely to Swear; 
and Break the Command of Chrilt; but alſo. Teach. 
men foto Do; yea, moreover, toPerſeciite, Fine and. 
Tmpriſon Men, as Tranſgreſſours of the Kings 
Laws, and Coutemners of Authority becauſe” for: 
Conſcience Sake, and in Obedience. nnto Chriſts/ 
Command, they cannot Swear at alt: : 

And.doth not this both. Juſtifie the Popes Per-- 
ſecuting about theſe things, and heighten their 
Condemnation, and manifeſt their Degeneration 
from their firſt Primcipless © For did 'not the Fa+ 
mous Keformers of the Proteſtant Religion, to the 
hazard of their Lives, Liberties, and Eflates, pro- 
tefted againſt the Popes Supremacy, and Suffer 
wnder his Oppreſſing Lawer* and now they are 
falles" into the ſame Tranſgreſſrom, and: greater 
alſo, becauſe they Judged it in others. Let the 
Proteſtants be witneſſes againſt Themſelves in this 
Particular; and let the Priſon-Houſes in every 
Province of this Nation, reſtifie to their Faces, that 
they are become: as Peſtilent' Perſecutors as ever 
the Papiſts were, and for the 'ſelf-ſame Things : 
And yet there js a Strife between the Miniſters of the 
Church of Rome, axd the Miniſters of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, who ſhall have the Preheminence ; 
and they Pray, and-Preach, and Prepare War, ow 

Frg $: 
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Fight One againſt Another; and the Papilts-Perſe- 
. cute,  Impriſor and Kill the Proteſtant Miniſters, 
as Hereticks 5 and the Proteſtants Perſecute, Impri- 
ſon, and Kill the Popes Emillaries,. 4s Jeſuites : 
whereby it is Manifeſily declared, that they are 
Both in the way of Cain, and ont of the Order 
of Jeſus, «nd not in the Dodrine of Chriſtz For 
e came not into the World to deſtroy mens-lives, 
(though Heathens and Unbelievers) but that the 
World by hime might have Life. And all the Per- 
ſecation. about Religion, both among Papilts and 
Proteſtants, ir, by pretended Authority of Holy 
Church, -or Higher Power: And under this pre- 
tenct of ſubjeFion to the Higher Power, both Pa- 
piſts, -azd Apoſtatized Proteſtants will Joyn with, 
and Aﬀed that Religion which is neareſt unto, 
or one with the Worlds Intereſt, whereby it ap- 
pears plainly, that the Leaders of the People bave 
canſed them to Erre, and go aſtray, like loſt ſheep, 
from the Right wayes of God; ſo that they are 
become Unſtable, like Water : For what Opinion, 
or Principle, in matter of Religion, - tbe Supreme 
Magiſtrate ſcewes to Tollerate, Comntenance dnd 
Prote®, the moſt covetows, proud, perſecutitng Pa- 
riſh Prieſts of the high Places will Preach up that, 
and Pray for it, and Swear for it, and Perſecute a- 
bont it; ſo that ſince the great Apoſtacy of the Pro- 
reſtants, from therr firſt Principles, ſuch as are ſincere 
fingle-hearted, ſelf-den ying Chriſtians have ſuffer- 
td: Perſecution, and do ſuffer at this Day, as Con- 
temners of Authority, or Trenſgreſſors of the Kings 
Laws, or Non-Conformilts to the Higher Power be- 
cane they. cannot deny their Religion, and make 
Ship- 
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Ship-wrack of their Faith, «»d Good Conſcience,” 
nor change their Principles with the Times, as do 
thoſe double-minded men, who are unſtable, like the 
Water,;and ate toſſed too &- frowith every Wind of 
Do@Grine. And thwe all the Perſecution- about 
Religion, which the Saints have ſuſtained, bath 
been. by vertue of Authority, Derived from the 
Higher Power, eitherEccleſiaſticall er Civill ; For - 
inſtance, was, not Shadrach,, Meſach, end Abed- 
nego+proceeded againſt as Offenders, for not obey- 
ing” the Command of the King of | Babylon , 
who, with the conſent of bis Conncel, bad made « 
Decree, and. cauſed his Heraulds to Proclaine, to 
all People and Languages, within the: Provinces 
of bis inions, That whoſoever. would: not 
Bow to the Twege, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
Set Up, ſhould be caſt into the mid(t of a Burn- 
ing. Fiery Furnace. - Was it a fault wu thoſe Three 
Servants of the moſt High God, 4#0:diſabey the 
Higher: Power? or was zt not rabber « Manifeſta- 
tion of an Excellent Spirit, rather to Break, the 
Kings Command, avd Expole themſelves to the 
Penalty, + then to Deny That God. \ who is able to 
Fave to the Uitermaſit? Or was it a fault it Peter, 
#nd. John, to diſobey the higher power of Men, 
ix Holy Order, ſo called, when the High Prieſt, with 
bis Kindred, the Officers and Captais of the Tem- 
ple, Uſurped Axthority, . as to, Command them to- 
Preach, no more.in the Name of Him; whom God 
bath Exalted to be both Lord and Chriſt * And 
did the firſt Famows Reformers of the Proteſtant 
Church, its Pgimitiye Purity, do well in deny- 
ingthe Higher Power, to wit, the Popes Supre- 
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-macy, - both over the Catholick Church 'i» Ge- 
werall, and over themſelves in Tarticulay ; 
and im denying all the Conſecrated Hoſt, 
Crucifxes ard Images, &c? Or doth any Prote- 
| ſtant-think they Offended Godin ſo doing? And 
might not the Proteſtant Martyrs, that ſuffered 
Death in the time of Queen Mary, have ſaved 
their / Lives, and obtained places of great Prefer- 
ment and Profit, if they conld have changed their: 
Mindes,: 4nd denyed their Religion, as a Teſti- 
mony of their SubjeFion to the Higher Powers? Can 
ary Conſcientions Man condemn any of thoſe 
above-mentioned, for 9mm ne oe of Authority £ Or 
doth not the Witneſſe of Goa, in the' Conſciences 
of "all ' 8oben' men, Fuſtifie them for their Faith- 
fulneſfe to their Principles, as being JING in 
Righteouſneſle, and fully perſwaded in their 
Mindes, in matter of Religion; a Thing of ſuch 
eighty Concernment? 

But alas, 'How are the Proteſtants fallen from 
their Principles, ir matter of Church, Order, and 
Diſcipline! For hath not the Proteſtant Church 
Juſtified: her: Elder Siſter, the Church: of Rome, 
ix ninch. of | her Saperſtition and Idolatry > And 
are" they not as like-one the other, a5 Aholah and 
Aholibah, - Daughters. of one Mother; and like 
a Aholah, which js Samariz, the eldeſt Siſter, 
committed Fornication in her Touth with the 
A&gyptians and Aſlyrians? 80 hath: the Church of 
Rome played the Harlot with many Lovers, and 
committed great Fornication, and Spiritual Whore- 
dom: and as Jeruſalem the Younger followed after 
the ſame Lovers the Egyptians and Aſlirians de- 
ſrreable 
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ſcreable Toung men Captains and Rulers riaivg 
#pot Horſes, ſo bath the Proteſtant Church doted 
on her Lovers, and fallen from her firſt Purity 
and Virginity. And thus their Birth, Education, 
and gnalification, beſpears Them to be Daughters 
of One Mother ; oxely they differ in Name, and 
Outward Appearance, otiz Nature and Quality 3 
for they have both drunk deep of the Golden Cup of 
Fornication: and yet they Both lean wpon the 
Lord, and pretend Both to be the True Church, 
the Lambs Married Wite, notwithſtanding their 
great Apoſtacy, and Degenerdtion. Indeed it 
was 4 Happy Day, and a time of great Retreſh- 
ment, when: there was Firſt a Church at Rome, 
called Chriſtians, end the Preſence of God was 
amongſt them, ard Great Grace was upon them, 
and the Word of God was in them, while they 
continzed in the Power of God, and wr the Apo- 
ſtles Doctrine 3 but when they had loſt the Power, 
and did not like to retain God in their Knowleds, 
and ſet np, and eftabliſbed their” own Righte- 
oulnels, inſteed of Gods Righteouſneſs 5 . they 
then became V ain in their Imaginations, and their 
Fooliſh Hearts. were Darkened 5 ſo that they Ido» 
lized the Form, and Bowed Down to the Imager, 
and Likeneſſes of Good things," and Worſhigped 
the Creature, more than the.Creator, who is over 
All, God bleſſed for ever; untill it pleaſed God 
to appear powerfully again, in a Remnant, whon 
he had appointed to bear witneſſe againſt the great 
Superſtition, and Idolatry committed amo 
them, who had the Form of Godlineſs, but 
denyed the Power, and theſe being ſenſible 

B oth 
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both of the Great Bondage and' Oppreſfſion; 
heavy Tokes, and hard Servitude, under which 
the Creation Groaned, and the Saints Suffered, 
they Proteſted againſt that Ufurped Authority, 
that Ruled as Lords over Gods Heritigez and ſo 
4 the Little Flock, that denyed the Epheſians Di- 
ana, ad the Jews Synagogues, were in ſcorn, cal- 
led, Chriſtians ; Theſe, in contempt, were called 
Proteſtants, and without all Controverſie, the 
Spirit ad Power of the Lord was among ſt them in 
the beginning : But als, How js the Proteſtant 
Church fallen fram his firſt Love, and turned 
into the Degenerate Plant of a ſtrange Vine unto 
the Lord, ſo that a Lamentation may be taken np 
for them; becauſe no' Counſell from God direFed 
unto them 3s accepted by them-!- 

How long hath God waited to be Gratious un- 
to you? And how often wonld he have gathered 
you, as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
Wings ? Hath' he: not: ſent forth bjs Servants a- 
monſt you, to call you ro: Repentance, but yee 
will not receive InſtruFions © And therefore are 
you ſcattered like Sheep without a Shepheard, 
becauſe your Prophets are become:Wind, and the 
Word of God ts not 'in them 3* How are you 
Tofſed and Shattered, mangled and confounded 
«bout your Religion-ard Miniſtry, Church-Order 
and Diſcipline? And how are you joyning your 
felves nnts Idolls, like Ephraim? Have you not 
heard. of the great Oppreſſton that your Fathers 
ſuſtained, both inwardly in Mind, and outward- 
ly: in Bodyes and Eſtates, under the Popes Su- 
premacy, avd. the Uſurped Authority of the 
| Church 
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Church of Rome, that you are now returning, 
and running back thither again with ſuch great 
Delight and Confidence? Js Religion become ſo 
unitable in England, that it muſt be changed 
with the Times, to pleaſe Peoples Fancies, like 
the Faſhions of this World 7 And muſt the Church 
of England. have its Order and Diſcipline, as a 
Faſhion for Religion, Tranſported from Rome, 
as proud people have Faſhions for their Apparell 
from France? How long will the Sons of Men 
take - Pleaſure in ſuch Vanity, and Sell away 
their beſt Jewells, and peculiar Treaſure for 
ſuch ſmall Trifiles? Was not the Proteſtant 
Religion purchaſed with many Prayers and 
Tears, and Tediows Sufferings, and with the Blood 
of a Noble Army of Martyrs ? And will you now 
like the Rebelliows Iſraelites return back to the 
bitter Rootes in the Land of Darkneſs? 

There js yet 4 little Light in You, while you have 
it, Believe in it, before the Shaddows of the Even- 
ing be ſtretched forth, and Darkneſs Cover Youz 
for whew the Night cometh, No Man can Work ; 
Remember therefore from whence You are fallen; 
conſider Your Wayes, and turn Your Feet unto 
Gods Teltimonies, that the Candle of the Lord 
may Shine upon You, and that the Word of God 
may be as a Light, to Guide your Feet rxto the 
Way of Peace, and Path which leadeth unto the 
Relt, which God hath prepared for his People. 


Plymouth the 19th of The. Salthouſe. 
the gth -Moath, 
1660, 
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A T OUCH-ST ONE: 


Whereby the Proteſtant Religion, as 
it flands this day in England, may be 
Tried. 

That iu the Light of Chriſt, People of All 
forts may ſee the Degeneration, and 
Great Apoſtacy, which theſe laſt Dayes, 


and Perillonus Times hawe Produced. 


oraſmuch as at this time,there is much todoamongſt 

eople concerning RELIGION, and CHURCH; 

and WORSHIP, and({ach like; and alſo, there hath 

happened many Changes in Church and State, ({o 

called) and that the Prote ant Religion, is theReligion much 

ſpoken off amonglt people,and many ſay, they will have that 

Religion, Church, and Worſpip, which their Fathers livedin 3 

and for which che MARTYRS Swfered, which they ſay 
was the-True Proteſtant Religion. 

Now tien, if that was tne True Protetant Religion, that 
the MARTYRS Sufered for, and that a falſe Keligion 
which the MARTYRS did. deny, then he that x, or will 
be a True Protetant, mult be oi the ſame Spirit, Principle, 
and Prattice, which the True Proteitants were of; that is, 
he muſt own the ſame Foundation, and Principles, that they 
oxned, and deny the ſame thing, which they denyed ; other- 
wile you give your ſelves the Names of what you are not, 
and {o will be tound Lyars,; for there were them, that 
ſaid, they were Apoſtles and were not, but were found 
Lyars. 

| Wherefore, for the better Satisfaction of all ſober peo- - 
ple... 
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-p'e; who deſire to be certain theſe things, I ſhall here 
tecdownlome of the Principles of thoſe, who are called 
Famous, for Reformation, amongſt the Protefants; from 
which the 'prelent Set of people, who calls themſelves by 
that Name, ſeem fo be much Degenerated, and upon Trial 
will be-found chat they are ſi:ch, who {ay they are Prote,tants, 
but are not, but are Apotatized from the Spirit, and Prin- 
ctples of the True Protejtants, as much as the Pope, or Biſhop 
ot Rome is Apo tatized trom Peter; and do further Counſel, 
and Adviſe, all people in.the.fear of God, that they prove 
and:examine their Religion, and ſee whether they are up= 
on. tae Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſiles, and that 
their Religion, be the True Chriſtian Religion ; for it is as 
Impollible for people ro be ſaved in a Prote.tant Religion, 
as 1n a Papiit Religion, or in the Turks Religion, if it be 
not the True Chritian Chriftian Religion; and therefore, 
ſince there are ſo many Religions, and ſo many Changes 
among men about Rehgion, it is of ſomuch the more ne- 
cellity, for every man and woman to Try for himſelf; and 
ſee whether his Religion be Right, and his Religion the True 
Chrijtian Religion : And lince God hath given, and hicher- 
co hath afforded fo general, and publike a benefit unto 
theſe Nations, as the Scripture of the Prophets, Chriſt and 
has Apoiles ; and not only ſo, but God hath alfo given un- 
_to.people, a Manifejtation of his good Spirit to enlighten 
their underſtandings, by whuca they may ſearch and prove 
their wayes, and may every one try for himfelf, whether 
he bein the ſame Way, upon the ſame Foundation of the 
ſame Spirit, Principle and Praftiſe, as Chritand his Apo- 
Rles were in; andthat the Scriptures of Chrift, and-the A- 
poſties, be clear Evidence unto his praiſe, fince people 
do ewn that-to be their Rule 5 and if a man own that to. 
be his Rule which be walkerch not by, his own Rule ſhall 
Tudge him, and ſuch a one may well doubt , that his 
Way is not Right, nor his Religion the Trae Chrijian 

Religion. 
And therefore touching the Prote tant Religion, T ſhall 
ſet down a few Examples, (amongſt many more) which 
may 
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may *ſniffice to mform the Rds, whether he do ni Ped 
and in Trith, own and pradtile the ſame Religion, which 
they who are counted the Famous Retormers of our Church , 
Owned; Maintained, and Vindicared, in all their Tryalks; 
aid then compare togercher, and iee.waether theſe 1 our 
dayes, who givethemlelves the Name cf Prote.ta nts, do not 
in their works deny the True Prote''ant Keligion, as they 
who in their words Confeſed God, but in their Deeds de- 
ed hive. 

And firſt, to begin with theTeſtimony of- Fobn Wickife, 
who amongſt many others, 1s ſet in the Front (as it were ) 
of our Engliſh Reformers, out of the Black and Dark Night 
of Apoſtacy, into which the Pope, with the Church-of Rome 
were fallen, and ſee whether the preſent Proteitarts, do not 
account the ſame things to be Errour, which the Paphts 
charged againſt him for Errow, as any may (ee 1n the 4s 
and Monument s:of the Church; tome. of which tor the bet- 
ter ſatisfaction, and information of ſuch, who detire to 
be informed, I thall here Inſert. 

As 1n pa. 561.4. Ar. That if a Biſhop or Prieſt, be in Dead* 
ly Sin, be doth not Order, Conſecrate, nor Baptiſe. 

Now ſeeing that this is a principle of the Protejtant Res 
ligion, let us ſee whether our Priejts 'of thee Times, can 
Order, Conſecrate, or Baptiſe. Where be the Priefts in onus 
Pariſhes called Protetants, which do not live in ſome or 0» 
ther deadly Sin, ſuch Sin as Excludes them out of Gods 
Kingdom, without Repentance ? for ſad the Apoſtle, Know 
ye not that the Unrighteons; neither Fornicators, nor Thieves, 
Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 
ſelves with Man-kind, nor Covetonts, nor Drunkards, nor Ray» 
lers, nor Extortioners, ſhall Inherit the Kingdom of God: 
And now here,thou that ſayeſt,thou art not of the Protejtant 
Religion, Come honeſtly Try thy Seff, and likewiſe try thy 
Miniſter-by the Scriptures,” and by - Fohn Wickliffs Dodtrine, 
and ſee whether thou art a True 'Proteftant, or a True Chri> 
ftian, or whether thou haſt any Right in Gods Kingdom ; 
| for if thy Prieff be ſuch a one* as lives in any of theſe Deadly 

Sins, then he can neither Conſecrate, nor Baptiſe, by the 
Proteſtant - 
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; Prote tant Religion : And p.! art thou the better for 
- aac thou callit aSacrament,lince thy Priet cannot ConJecrate 
. gae Bread and Wine;? & what art thou tae better for hs ca;t- 
ing water upon thine, or thy Chiles face, iecing thy Prie;t can- 
not Paptiſe,as faith the True Prote tant ? & io thou artnot yer 
2 Chritian, nor aTrue Prote. ant, thy ſuppoſed Baptiſm hath 
not made thee a Member of Chriſt, a Child of God,nor an 
Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, for it was no Baptiſm ; 
for the Baptiſm which now ſaveth, is not only tke waſhing 
away of the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good Con(ci- 
ence towards God: And thus upon Tryal, you are found 
neirher Trae Proteſtants, nor True» Chriſtians, and all your 
Ordinances of none effe&. 

Andiin the 9th Ar. itis ſaid, That it is again} the Scrip- 
: tures, that Eccleſiaſtical Minifters ſhould have temporal poſeſſions. 
+ Come thenProteant,hath thy Minitter temporal poſſeſſions? 
.then thy Miniſter is no True Proteftant, neither canſt thou 
be a True Proteflant, whilſt thou followeth ſuch aone as thy 
Minifter, who is not in the Proteſtants Dotirine and Pradiice, 
but in the Papiſts; nor in the Chriſtians praftice, for Fobx 
Wicklife faith, it is againf the Scripture, and this is charged 
againſt him by the Papitsz and it thou owneſt ſuch a one 
to be thy Miniter, who is endued with terxporal poſſeſſions, 
then thou art one with the Papits, and againſt che Prote- 
ftants, and againſt the Scriptwres, and againſt Chrift and his 
Apoſtles ; ' for F. WW. bore his Teſtimony againſt it,' who 
was-a Trae Protetant, and his Dottrine, Manners, and Life 
Juſtified, as may be ſeen in p. 585. of the'ſame book, by 

« pablike Teſtimony of che Umverfity of @xford. 
And in Ar. the 13. That ſo long as a_ man, i« in Deadly Sin, 
he is no Biſhop, ner Prelate in the Church of God. | 
Sothen Conſider, doth thy Biſhop or Prelate live in Deadly 
Sin, then heis not a Biſhop, nor Preſate, inthe Charch of 
God : Therefore, if he 1s a Biſhop or Prelate,: it is in' the 
Chureh of Anti-Chrit, and all chem that own -ſuch 
Biſhops, or Prelates, are members of the faiſe Church, the 
Charch of Anti-Chrit, the Whore, the falſe Charch, and 
fuch are againſt the Proteſlants DoQtrige ; for the. jw" 
rO- 
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Proteſtant aid, ſuch 4 ore $2Y Biſhop, nor Frelate in the 
.Church of . God, and unto this many gave. their Teltimony 
in Flames; and in the True Chriſtian Church, a Biſhop mu 
be Blameleſe, the Husband of one: Wife, Vigilant, Sober, of 
good Behamour, given to Hoſpitallity, apt ts Teach, nat given to 
Wine, no Striker, not given to filthy Lucre, but Patient, 'not a 
Erawler, nor. Couetous, onethat Ruleth well his own Houſe: 
Therefore, if a Biſhop be ſuch a one as Tranſgrefſeth in «+ 
ny of thoſe things, then he is no Bifh(p nor Prelate in G 
Church, and the Scriptures area witneſs againſt him, and 
che true Proteſtants witnels againſt himz and thus he that 
ownes him, 15 nexther True Proteftanc, nor True Chrt- 
ſtian, 
And again, Ar. 17. 'That Tentks are pure Almes, and that. 
the Pariſhoners Way, for the Offence of their Curats, Detaing 
- and Keep them back , and Bejtow them upon Others at their own: 
. Will and Pleaſure. | 1&2} 
Now, is not this an Exceeding Shame tn this Generatiow 
of Protejiants, (fo called) both Prieſts and People, who ſay 
Tithes is 4ue unto them, 'and ſay, that the People have nd 
Propriety in them? whereas it is ſo Evident, that the Trae 
Proteſtant ſaid, it was the Peoples Almes,. as this of Fobre 
Wicklifſe; likewiſe William Thorpe, wm His Examination doth 
very fully, and plainly, clear che Matter of Tithes tobe 
out of Controyerfie, Unlawfull to be paid to Chrifts Mi» 
niſters, and yet theſe Proteſtants claimes Tithes to be ther 
Due: and ſaith one, he that gives bis Titkes to @ Sinfull Prieft, 
becomes @ Partaker with him, in his Sins ; and fo our Priejts 
have turned the Papiſts out of their Tiches, and they kave 
taken it, andthe Papiſlts Laws, and yer fay they are Prote- 
tanty, and they't have Tiches like Levy, and yer (ay they are 
Chriſtians; and therefore muſt not do Levy's Work ; nor 
the Papijts Work ; becauſe, fay they, we are Proteiants. 
What Abominable Wickedneſs is this, to deny the Work , 
and ſay it +5 Unlawfull, and'yet Exatt the Wages which was 
given for that Unlawfull Work, and ſo do the Work of 
neither, and yer take the Wages of both; and fo phinly 
rove themſelves to be neither Trac Chriftians, noc True 
roteſtants, C And 
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© And in page 587. Ar25: Allfuch as be Hired for Temporall 
Livings to Pray for Others, do Ofjend, and Sin in Simony. 


Come, where be the Proteſtant Miniſters now in Eng/and, 
that are Free from this Offence, and are not Guilty of this 
Sin?Are not they all Hired to Pray and Preach, and to Sing ? 
Will they do theſe things without Payment ? aud is it nor 
a plain Caſe, that.he chat will not do a ing without pay- I! 
ment, doth that thing for the payment ? let Gods Witnels in 
all Con(ciences Anſwer. And moreover,let the Funeral Ser- 
mons,and Prayers, and Singing,bea further Witneſs, how ma- 
ny of them will do it without a particular Agreement; and 
fo they Sell their Prayers, their Sermons, and their Pſalms; 
and this is contrary to tae Protefants Dorine, and agreeable 
80 the Papiſts ; and the Teſtimony of che True Proteſtants is 
againſt you: and is not the Teſtimony of the Scriptures a- 

. gainſt you Apoſtatized Prote;tants? wherein it-is ſaid, freely 
ye have received, freely give: and ſaid the True Proteſtant Mi- 
nifter, I have —_— no mans Silver, nor God 5, but theſe * 
Hands have Miniired to my Neceſſities, who bid the True 
Chriſtians mark ſuch as did not follow bisExample.And thus the 
Record of the True Proteſtants,,and True Chriſtians, is a- 
gainſt you that preach for Hire, and pray for Hire; and the 
Foundation of your Praiſe is the Papiſts : And there- 
fore, never talk ſo much of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
Chriſtian Religion, whileſtin Principle, nor Praiſe, you 
agree with neither, but are contrary .to both; and the 
Teſtimony of both ſtands againſt you upon Record, as 1s 
further teſtified by Swinderly, in theſe Words, Chrijts Law 
bidsto miniſter ſpirituall things freely to the People. 
+ The Pope, with his Law, Sels for money: And faith he, 
Chriſts Law teacheth Prieits to be Poor ; the Pope Juſtihes, 
and Maintains Prieſts to be Lords.: And whether our Prieſts 
in theſe dayes areſubje& to the Law of Chriſt, or the .Law 
of = Pope, as 4s before ſhewed,. let the ſpirituall, Man 
ge. 
— likewiſe, it was: a- Principle amongſt the, Prote- 
ſtants, That every Lay-Man, in every place, may a ne 
| eac 
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Feach the Goſpell; and that every Good-Man though he be an 
tearned, is a Prief. 

How Contrary is this Do&iine to the Pradtiſe of the 
Proteſtants of. our Times! Is thexe any more Agreement 
with-it,then there is between Light and Darkneſs? See whe- 
ther the Scriptures be not a Witnels againlt them, who lay, 
that None can be Miniters of Chyijt , but they Muit firt go ts 
Schooles and Univerſities, and have approbation from men, and 
learn the Art of Tongues, and take ſo Many Degrees, andthen 
be ſent by Men. Here the True Proteſtants, they witneſled 
againſt this Praftiſg ; and the Apoſtles were. Fiſh&xmen , 
Tent-makers,&c. And this Way or Law, of making Priejis.by 
Schooles and Learning,and Arts,and ſuch like; was it wot the 
Popes Way, wheu they had Erred' from the Spirit of God ? 
And the Teſtimony of the Scriptures, and of the True 
Preteftants, is againſt it; and thus our Protejtant Priejts are 
made in the Popes Way, and according to his Law, and not 
according to the True Protejtants Way, nor yet according to 
the Scriptures : And likewiſe John Hu, in the Defence of 
Fobn-Wickliffe, brings a Teſtimony againſt the Papijs in 
his time from Pope Urban, making a diſtintion between 
the Publike Law, and the Private Law, and ſpeaking of the 
Ground of that Publike Law, which was, . that no Prie}t of 
one Dioceſſe, ſhould 'be recetved into another, without Letters 
Commendatory : This Law was made to_Stop and Hinder 
ſuch, who for their Ungodly Life, were become Infamous, 
and fo were caſt out, and by this Law were hindred of 
getting in again, ina place where they were not known; 
butthe Private Law ſaith, He js written in the Heart, and 
the Spirit of God is a Law, and they who are led by the Spirit 
of God, are led by the Law of God; And who is it, that may 
worthily reliſt chem who are moved of God? This Jobn Hus 
brought as an Inſtance againſt the Praiſe of the Papilſts 
of that Aze; andyftwl bring it as an, Inftance againſt 
both Papiſts and Pr s of our Age: Neicher did che 
True Prophets, Chriſt or his Apoſtles hinder any by an 
cutward Law; but that was the Way of the Falſe Pro- 
phets, the Seed of the Bond-Woman, the Perſecutor of the 
Free-Womans Seed, which PraQtſe is denyed by the True 

C2 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians, and.by the True Proteſtants; and againſt you 
Apottatized Proteſtants,it ſtands uponRecord unto this day, 

And in the 41. Ar. Al! Oaths which be Wade for any Ci- 
vil-Contrat, or Bargain, betwixt Man, and Man, be Unlaxfut. 

T.tkewile, William Thorpe being Charged, for being again* 
Swearing in his Defence, thereupon doth quote Chreſo/tome, 
who ſaith, It is a Sinto Swear Welk-and hkewite, That none 
ought to Swear by.or upon the Bible : becauſe,laith he, it is made 
#p.of divers Creatures, which God hath forbidden in the Ol 
Law to Swear by : Ang Walter: Brute is :Charged, That be 
effrmed,that no Chriſtian ought to Swear, gitber by the Creator, 
or any other Creature. 

Thus are the preſent Proteſtants of aur Age found to 
be Enemies againſt the Law. of God, given by Moſes, in 
that they Swear by a Bible, or upon it, which 1s made up 
of 'many Creatures, contrary to the Law 'of Chrift, who 
faith, Sweare not at all, contrary to the Principles of: the - 


| True Proteftants,'who (aid, It was not lawfill to Swear by the 


Creator, or any other Creature: And as Swinderly faith, That 
Chriſts Law forbids Swearing, and the Popes Law teacheth 
Swearing, and Compells there: nto. And thus _—_ Pro- 
teſtants (ſo called) are contrary to the Law of God, con- 
trary to the Law- of 'Chriſt, contrary to the Mind of the 
Trae Proteſtants,” and' are only agreeable with, or(ubje& 
tothe Law of the Pope: And further, Chriſt (aith, It was ſaid 
in the Old Time, Thou ſhalt not Forſwear thy Self,but ſhalt per- 
form untoths Lordthine Oathes. | Read this, and Conlider 
= Apoſtatized Chriftians, and Apoſtatized Proteſtants, 
ave yon kept your Vowes,+ your: Bathes, Covenants, 
your Engagement)? wes thereever a People likennes: you? 
were not many 6f you Proteſtants, and Miniſters Sworn 
anto the King, and Sworn unto the Biſhops, and to maintain 
the Articles of their Faith, and Canons of their Church? and 
did you not breah all this ? and did many of yon Mt- 
niſters Teach the People; ic was la ſd to do, and that 
ic was the Cauſe of 'God that was Engaged againſt the King 
and the Biſhops, and ſtirred up the People to Fights and 
trough you the Blood of Thoufands hath been Shed: _ 
: « att er 
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sfer that, did you not take « Covenent ? and after that; an 
Engagement? Whois there among you that is cleare of 
ſome, or other Of the.e things? Have you, or are you True- 
to any Thing, Either toGod or Man ? What Oath, Bond, Co- 
verant or Engagement will kold you ? who ſhall believe you? 
What Wile Man will ever Truſt you? Have younorRebelPd 
againſt the Law of: God, and againſt the Law of Chrijt; and + 
alio broken your Oath: with the” King, and denyed your 
Faith to the- Biſhop, and taken up a Covenant againſt that 
Faith, and then taken an Engagement againſt Both, and now 
forfeited all togecher? Was there ever wickedneſs like unto 
chi Can Expreftons be found ro manifeſt it? chit Sino all 
chat ever went before you, conld not hold Comparifon 
with you 3 the Blood of Thouſands of Souls may juſtly be 
charge upon your Heads, and all your Falſe Gloffes,' and 
Deceicful Coverings, thall: not. hide youfromtheWiach 
of the Almighny, which js to be Revealed from:Heaven 
in Flames of Fire And who is it may bid you P 
whore Eies are Blind, whoſe Ears are Dal, whoſe Hearts ave 
Heardned, that you can neither Sec nor Hear, nor Feel the : 
Weight of your Abominations, bnt'are Treaſuring np 
Wrath, againſt the day of Gods Wrath 3 and who. greveady 
to Worſhip any image, rather then negteft'to lerve your 
God, whichis your: Belly: : 1) + | | 
-  But'be it known unts you, \ that the Lord hath'a Rem- 
nant which be careti-for, who-canmt bow to your Image, 
whileſt it 1s bucan Image, though it may be painted and 
decked never ſo beantifn!; though” his Head may be Gold, 
yer we ee chat its feet is partly iron; and partly Clay, and 
the whole body compounded of many Mettals; but the 
Stone is cutout of the Mountain without hands, that ſtrikes 
at the feet of it, which ſhall break ir in pieces; [your skires 
are uncovered, and your ſhame and nakednefle appears in 
the fight of all people: And thus in your principles and 
prafiiſe,' you.are found to be neither true Chriffians, nor 
true Protefiants, but Apoitatized from both, as by theſe few 
examples (amongſt many more which might be inftanced) 
doth appear; 'therefore, let none think it a ftrange —_— 
7 chat 
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that- the Lord hath 'yer C dis upon the Earth, whoſe 
Garments have been Taſtng; and have not been again de- 

filed with your Abominations, but God hath kept then1 

in all changes upon the Rock that is Higher then All ; from 

whenee they ſecall yourBackſlidings,and who have not cea- 

{ed-ro warn you thereof, though you have not regarded 

it; and who are ſeparated from-you, and your unrighte- 

oulnels, and as it doth plainly appear, are of the ſame (pi- 

rit and priaciple which the true Chriſtians were, and which 

thecrae Proteſtants were ofzand can ſuffer,and do ſuffer nn- 

der you, for the ſame things which the Proteſtants ſuffered 

nnder the Papi ts; and do deny the ſame things in you, which 

the crue Proteſtants denyed-in the Papits : As for inſtance, 

The Protejtants denyed Tithes, (o do we; The Papitis owned it, 
and received it, lo do you. The Protejtants denyed Swearing , 
ſo dowe; The Papiſts owned it,8 Perſectued for it,io do you. The 

Proteſtants denyed Eccleſiaſtical Minijers to have Temporal poſ- 

ſeſſions, ſodo we ; The Papiltsgave it, andowned it, & lo do you, 
'The Proteſtants denyed ſuch as lice in Deadly Sin tobe Chrijis 
-Minijters,ſodo we; The Papiſts owne1them, (o do you. The Pro- 
teſtants owned that every Good Man, though not made a Prieſt, 
in every place might Preach, and Teach the Goſpel, fo do we; 
The Papiſts denyed it,ſodoyou; The Proteſtants denyed preach- 

ing for mony, and praying for mony, aud burying for mony, 

and ſinging for mony, and: Chnrching women for mony, and 
fprink/ing children for mony, fo do we deny all theſe Things; 

"The Papiſts owned and receivel it,and ſo do you. T he Proteſt- 
ants denyed that God dwelt in Temples made with hands, or 

that ahouſe made of Limeand Stone, *and ſet Eait and Wet, 

and Conſecrated by the Popes Injtitution to be « Church, but 

they met in m_—_— and in-Fields, and: ſuch like places, fo do 

we; The Papiſt ſet them up, . Conſecrate4 and owned them, 

and fo do you. _ The Proteſtants owned but a Biſhop and x 

Deacon in the Church of Chriſt,. and denyed all your other Or- 

ders and Names, fo do we; The Papiſts Inftituted them, and 

owned them. and ſo do you, The Papilts were perſecutors, and 

perſecuted the Proteftants, for theſe and ſuch like thing s:a nd you 

are Perſecutors, and perſecute usfor theſe, and ſuch like _ 
; . 1C 
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TheProteſtants denyed all tke Inventions jet up byttePopeinthe 
will of man,contrary to ſound Doiirine,& the Scriptures of Truth; 
ſo dowe; The Pope ſet them up,and upheld them,and to do you.: 
Here all peop c may fee, that yo, and we,” are contrary. 
the one ©o the other ; even as you and: the True .Ckrijiians.,, 
and True Protejtants; are contrary .to each other; ſo.that 
it may be plamly feen' to every fingle eye, that we are 
not the children of one. Father 3 ahd whether you or. we, 
follow the Example of Chrit and bis Apoiles, and of the” 
Martyrs of Jeſus, let ſuch as read this with the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus, with which they are enlightned, conſider ; 
for now the day iscome, in which you are.all made mani- 
feſt; you can hide your ſel ves.no longer, jou were as good. 
be what you are; for as you are, you (hall be madeappear, 
though you call the Papi your Adverſary, and the Pope An- 
tichrit, yet you take his Tithes, his Houſes,” his Colledges , 
bis Schools, his Habits, his Names, his Maintainancey his 
Call, bis Lawes,* and Trniitutions, &c. yet call him Anti- 
chrift, and the Papift Adverſary, , and yet you know well 
enongh, that all the Fabrick of 'your Church ftands upor 
bis Foundation, and that you are not-upon the Foundation: 
of the Prophets and Apojiles, nor of the true Martyrs of 7e- 
ſw. Do you not make Chriftians according to the Popes 
Lawes, by caſting a little water upan childrens faces; and it 
may be-iign them with: the fign of a Croſs, and-ſo en- 
graft them into the Number of Chriſts Flock ; and at that 
very time, as you ſay, make them Members of Chri?, 
Children of God,and Inberitors of the Kingdom of Heaven? Did 
Chriſt, or the Apoſtles, make Chriftians after this manner ? 
And thus all Drunkerds, Whergnafters, Covetous, Proud, 
Idolaters, Sweaters, Curſers, _—_ &c. are made 
Members of Crift, children of God, Inheritors of Gods King- 
dom, as you ſay 3 Who then, or what arethey that are chil-- 
dren of the Devil, who muft inherit Gods Wrath? do 
you not hereby make the Scriptures void by your Tradi-: 
tions ? Did. the Apoſtles Inſtitute this way, to make Chri- 
ſtians, or the Pope? Are fuch; Members of the Church of 
God, or members of the Devil? And then do you — 
people 
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- people by the Tame way, or k ; your Chureh-Order 
Nd Diſopline, .a5 the ics dT Do you not make'a 
Law that all:muft conform'ts that way-and worſhip which 
you ſet up, -and- that upon+paines, penalties, for feitures, 
and corporal puniſhments? and wasthis che way of Chriſt, 
and.his Apoltie:, 'or the Popes way, who was the firft n= 
ventor and ſetter up of this way, to. convert and to build 
up? and:one while the Presbyter he gets the power and the 
law of his fide, and he preacheth againſt the Biſhops, and E- 
- piſcapal. Church, fo called, and faith, the Baok of Common 
Prayer, and all that, is Antichriſtian ; and then many, or molt 
of theEpiſcopalmen,and Minifters,they conform to: that way, 
and they turwaPrezbyters,: thus are: they converted 3 bur 
when another turn comes, ' and Epiſcopacy comes in Faſhion, 
and that is ſet up by a law, 'See then whether the Presbyters 
they'l not curn likewiſe, and take up that which they have 
declared to be. Antiebrittian, .rather then turn out : And 
is not all this fortheir Bellies? andis not their Belly theiy 
God, and yet talk of. the Apoffes, .and of the Martyrs z 
bue where is cheir Spirie? which of them all, when Common- 
prayer was denyed to be read in Churches and Chapp/es , 
io called, that continued to read it, and ſuffered for it? 
how .many of them have ſuffered Martyrdome ? their 
Gre is tryed, and found to be another fpirit, and not the 
ric .of the, Apy;Zes, nor Martyrs, bur'the-ſpirit of this 
world, who conformes thereunto in every change, and 
who {eek-the Glory thereof, and to Rnle, and Lord over 
Gods Heritage, 'whoſe fear rowards'God istaught by the 
Commandements of men : | how. many of they, may after 
this raagner be converted, without Whip, 'Goale, Fire, of 


nd if they ſay they have Fonght, :and could Fight for ſ 
their Religion, thar doth nor at all prove cheir Religion 
co be ever the Truer; for the Papi; can fight for his Maſe, 
and the Tark for-his 4/coron ,; / pet nenther.2of them 1s 4 
True God; and cheiefore doi nor: boaſtyour felves''ns 
"your Religion, becauſe'by a wonderful Hand vF God, you | 
have again opportunity” to praftie it, 'hiecauſe: you _ | 
cen 
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been 1owwaichful to- is, "2 ſo many of you-tuined” 
with every: turn, and. ſerved your ſelves PEACE , 
denied your oy and denied your Relig _ taken 
a Covenant againſt it, and moſt an Engagement; and there- 
fore do not boaſt your ſelves, nos let your hearts be: lifted : 
up; but remember that m-the dayes of King Edward the 
ſixth, - the Prote, ant Religion was then countenanced, and 
the Papijts were diſcountenanced, bittethey di nor ſuffer 
then for their a, but turned as, you do;- and have - 
done : Buewhen King Edward was dead, and Queen Mary 
Reigned, and the Popiſh Religion was again ſer up, How 
then did the Popifts boaſt themſelves? and with what cruelty 
did they perſecute, burn and deſtroy the Protejtants, asf 
they never have been called to-an acconnt , or that 
their Kingdom had been fure- to. them for ever; fo blind: 
is perſecution: And how near this may be a parrallel ta 
theſe preſent times, let Time, and Tryal, and Gods Wit- 
nels in all' conſ{ciences teſtify. - NF.) I-44 
Therefore let theſe be for your learning; for 
this is that which I am bold to affirm, and which 1 con- 
ftanely believe, That if ever any (e& oft people, (er up any 
form of Religion, Way of Worſhip, or. Church-Govern- 
ny andc all others to.a egy rat bo that Way, 
Worſhip, or Church-Government (fo called by Fines,: 
Ingen, or other corporal puniſhments, though 
ſuch « people may go on for atime, and rejoice inthew | 
ill-goeten goods, and may drink the blood -of theinno- 
cent without fear 3: Tet when Cobenny peace, ſud-, 
den deftrutiien ſhall come upon then, t will appear | 
againſt them in bis Wrath, and will ſneep them away m bis 
fare Diſpleaſure, and neither leave them root or branch, biit 
their memory ſhall Rots. fave only their Names ſhall become 
as Dung upon che- Goe of the Lark, and be as great a by- 
word, - proverb, and Reproach in this Nation, as Fryars,; 4b- 
bots, and Monks have been : For this way of compelling 
ar po by Lawes, &c. to any ſort of worſhip, doth at the 
but make hypocrites, and (© beget people into Trea- 
fons, Confpiracies, -and ſach like ; for there is many; 
who 
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who for the fear of na can, and will conform 
outwardly, ' when in their hearts they abhor che thing 
they praftice;and to eaſe themſe.ves of fluch an Intollerable 
Burden and O on, will cakeany opportunity that ma 
tend totheiv advantagezas common experience may whinals 
But the Lord hath a Remnant yet, who cannot Bow to 
any Image, whether of things in Heaven, or in Earth ; nor 
Conform in _— relating to the Worſhip, 'and Service of 
God for fear of the Wrath of Man; nor Turn, nor Change, 
becauſe of theſe things, as others may do; - bur are of an 
upright Heart; and whatſoever they doin the Sight of 
Men, they do as in Gods Preſence, to whom rhey giverheir 
Honour, and Obedience; and what foever is Commanded 
by man,which is contrary unto their Conſciences,they can- 
not ſubmit unto,leaft they fin againſtGod,8 againſt the Light 
in theit own Conſciencesbut rather bear their Teſtimony a- 
_r ſuch praftices,% giveup their bodies to ſuffer for the 
eſtimony of a Good ConTience, untill the 'Lord ſhall 
ſhorten the Dayes of cheir Adverfaries, and plead their 
Cauſe, for His Ele&s-Sake; and ſo theſe ſuffer under all, and 
in Love Warn, Councell and Adviſe all, how they may e- 
ſcape the Evill Day, that is tocome npon all the Children 
of Diſfobedience ; though their Hearts are many ' Times 
thereby made Flat, and their Eyes Cloſed, and their Eares 
Dull of hearing, chat deftru&ion may come upon them-to 
the uttermoſt,and that the Lord may Deliver his People by 
his own Power and Strength - without: Sword or. Speare, 
(o0n their fide) after he hath proved and tryed themand 
them with the Bread of Aﬀtition, and the Water: of 
Adverfity,thatfo he alone may be glorified in his Veſſels of 
Wrath, who Treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
and Revelation of his Righteous Judgement; and alfo-in 
- his Veſſels of Honour, whom he hath purc1afed for himſelf, 
t9 ſhew forth the'Glory of his Grace, after they have en- 
dured, as ſeeing him, who is inviſible, he may cloath chem 
with Glory, and Immortallity for ever. 
And whereas ſome ſay, That ſome of the Martyrs took, 
Tithes, and ſuch like. That dot not at all prove thole _ 
rac 
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the more lawfull; for it was I (if there wereany which 
did {o) of thelaft Age in the time of Qyeen Mary, and not 
the firſt Reformers; ſack who in the Dayes of King Edward, 
had gotten into ſome caſe in the fleſh,,and then they Inven- 
ted (Pa. 660. )rhe Book of COMMON-PRATER, and fo 
ſuffered Ignorance to grow over them; for, as I faid, that 
all along the beginning of Reformation, or the firſt Refor- 
mers, who brake through chat great Cloud of Darkneſfle 
and Ignorance, which was amongſt thoſe called Papifts, whe 
for the Truths ſake, as they were made Partakers of it, 
brake through all _ without reſpe& to any thing 
of this Life 3 and ſo they came more cleare our m their 
Teſtimony againſtthe Apoſtacy of thoſe, who pretended 
to fit inthe Apoſtles Seate., But choſe in-afrer-Times, when 
Authority gave Countenance to'their Profefſion, or their 
Profeſſion I mixed with the Woilds- Intereſt; they 
were in the er Danger to fall into Errour - of that 
hand eſpecially,which might advance the irearthly Promc- 
tion; and fo chat blinded their Minds, cill God bronghe 
their Enemies upon them. As for example, when thoſe men, 
who are called Miniſters, were Perſecured in our Age by the 
, they being then morehoneſtly Zealous of the Glo- 
7A God; Preached with great fervency of Spitit agamiſt 
the:groſs Ignorance, Superftition,. and great Praphanneis 
that was then amongſt people, nce fo much mindingearth» 
ly chings ; but then;'w hen Opportunity was in cheiy hands, 
and that wooden Yoak which-was upon their Necks" was 
taken off; their Zeal againſt Ignorance and Prophanls: grew 
Cold ;'and then all their ſtudy was to fet. up anocther Form 
of Church-Government, and all that Rood in the way of cheir 
Form, Preach ng as Hereticks, that tothey alone 
might be Lirds:And fo,then of Proud, Lofty, Bloody, Perie- 
cutinng Men,and fuch like,they: make up their Socieries; and 
withal the force that may be,P Iron Yoak for all o- 
thers,who differ from them; and ſo the ſame Places, Prefer- 
ments, Honours and Profits,they Covered after;& this became 
eheir ſtudy;&cheir zeal cowards God his Glory,and againſt 
Superſtition,Ignorance, and «cpa this grew Log 
| 2 an 
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«nd they became indeed Lt WET towardsthem 
thac differed from them, 'thea ever the Biſhops were to- 
wards chem: And fo, becauſe of ehistheir wickedneſs, hath 
the Lord bronght the Biſhops overthem again ;.and ſo this 15 
the Day of their Tryall, who fomerimes -Preached againſt 
this Kind of Church-Government eo be Anti-Chriftian, - whe- 
ther they will now own their Chriſt : with the-loſle of all, 
'or deny their Chriſt, ro-ſavewhat they. can; for it is very | 
Jong fince, that we have had any of- this Sort of Men' oal- 
led Miniſters, thongh wehavethad fuch Great and Emi- 
nentChanges; yer 1 fay, we have had few of chem that 
have been Martyrs; who have ſuffered for their- Religion z 
itmay: be ſome mighe ſuffer as ſuch, who were managing 
defignes, or for managing of ſuch toimbruerhe Nation in 
Blood, to aphold that Religion which they-affeted, in 
which - they themſelves might be as: Lords, and Rule 
Kings in the Earth; But when was it in ul} cheſe Changes, 
A ors 4: _ TINS O- 
penly Profeſimg,or g' any: of 'Religi- 
on, which che Pengred che Eecth Hy up-and nin 
Tehance? . Therefore it is Evident, 'that:ehb&'Generarion, 
Proteſtant Miniflers, are not of che 'fame Spirit the. 
the Martyrs werey but when any kind of Religion bes» - 
comes the Worlds Incereſt, and chat ſuch men-who are of 
that Religion, or the Perſons'that ſhall be preferred co 
ne ee En 
moſt- eof all will em,; 
will firft-Imibrace is, & Cry ic up,that by'ittheymay be Ad- - 
vanced, «nd {ſo the love of Mony is the-Root of aft - Evil. 
A Form of Religion is mauy times held whileft che Power 
-of 'Godlineſs is denyed: Andchus Sweerers; and Canſers, - 
"Dramkards, atid Whore-maſtere, Rivers, and Bldſpheners ; 
Theſe now Cry'ap Protefiant:Religion;, but when The: Frote- 
fant Religion was 4 »\8& was every where ſpokena- 
Ly pe mr 296. es thei'Purity, and'Ho- 
1y Life of them, | char did Profedſt 'ir, \and the Papijts Re» 
tigion -was Set Up, and Colntenanced 'by . Auchoriep, then 
there were no Swearers, Chrſers, 8c. 'Prorefſtgiits;. — 
Perſons 
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Perſons they were Papiſts, andrhey” called:the Proteſtants 
 Hereticks, and'not fit toJive. And ctus for Honour, and 
Preferment, People-Change their Religions Name , 
while in Naewe they :areithe lame thet-ever they were ; 


"thecefore Confer of theſe things in the-Fearof God, and 


ſpend nor your Money for that whioh.js not þ your 


Labour for that which deth-not fatishe;z andcurmunto.the - 


[Lord God inifineevity-of Heare, and no longer follow them 
thac-ave giveneo Change,that the Lord —_ nate Foy, 


and may;have Mercy-upan you, and mey Vile: yourn! Lo- 
Re Kennels, before is indiggation ;ygoerh forth, and 
.the Dehraying Angel/be ſent from'his-Preſence, with a 
Cup -of -Trembling eo be poured forth,- and-the. Lord 
caniſe yourts _ Hand in Ju 5andComeroueot 
'Babyior, .the-Plare of Qontuk 
rowers, down; for a Bed of Torments is prepas: 
fo. 5,andagto it ſhe muſt 
be 
no-ſorrow ; yet her Miſery ſhall come upon her-as in one Day, and 
all that are found in her, who partake of ber fins, muſt partake of 


whare.they are buildi 

O 

Mytery Babylon the Mather of Har 

- though ſhe fic Soy ck, and ſaith, That ſ:e ſhall ſee 


pots ns or the Wine of the Wrath of the Almighty muſt She - 
drink. 


oltt mixture;and ——_ - 5 - b 

Therefore rejoyce you Holy $8 Apoftles.and all you 

5 of ifs, wha have ſuffered for theTeſtimony of Je- 

ſus,8 the Word of God::For God ſhall avenge you of Her,& 

even as ſhe hath. done unto you, fo ſhall it be done unto 

Her ; theLord will recompence into-her Boſome, double, 
for all that ever She hath done. - 

" And now this is the thi 
it may goabroatamongſt thoſe who know not the Truth ; 
that people may unerftand- what the true Proteſtants and 
Martyrs were, and-what they owned; and that they may come 
to ſee that they are not True Proteftants in their ' Principles, 
nor in their Preficez nor True Chriftiens in their Principles, 
nor in their - Praflicey' as by their own writings (which is 
approved of, viz. the Aﬀts and Monuments of the 
Church)is manifeſt;and alſo the Scriptures of the Prophers, 
Chriſt, and his Apoltlesz and. alſo that ir'may not ſeem 


ltrange- © 
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»ftrange unto people,that We,who are in this Age Perſecuted 
-under the Name of Knakersace ſeparated from that which 
is called ehe Church of England, fince they are ſo far Sepa- 
rated, Degenerated, and Apoſtatized from the Do&rines, 

: Principles, 'Spirit, and: Praiſe of the True Proteſtants, 
42s is manifeſt by their Writings, Sufferings, and alſo from 
-the Doftrine, Principle, Spirit, and Praftice of the Holy 
' Men of God, Recorded in the Scriptures of - Truth : and 
therefore we cannot but Teparate from them, though they 
call:themſelves Chriſtians, and Proteftanes; for they are no 

- more True Chriftians, nor True Proteſtants, becauſe they 
callthemſelves fo; then the Papifts from whom the Pro- 
reſtancs ſeparated, were the True Church, becaule they ſaid 
ſo: Therefore in Moderation Try all chings, and hold'faſt 

. that which isGood, end the Lord give 'Thee-underftand- 


ing: 
: Written by a lover of" the Truth. 
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THE END. 


